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At the Dallas Youth Convention a 
group of delegates were getting a 
“big charge” out of this column in 
the Journal for Dec. 28 in which it was 
noted that convention buses would de- 
part a certain home base on a Sun- 
day and return to home base on a 
Sunday. We have something to say 
about possible explanations of their 
hilarity in several features through- 
out this issue. The accent is on 
youth. 








Most Journal readers, no doubt, saw 
the inauguration of the new President 
on TV. They may not know, however, 
that a tempest was stirred over the 
commercials permitted. Originally the 
Inaugural Committee had banned de- 
odorants, brassieres, girdles and beer 
as “unacceptable” for commercial 
sponsorship of the festivities on TV. 
Bowing to a protest by Rep. Henry 
Reuss (D.-Wis.) on behalf of Milwau- 
kee brewers, however, the committee 
withdrew the ban on beer. Whereup- 
on the president of the National Tem- 
perance League and the Sooner Al- 
cohol-Narcotics Education for Okla- 
homa, among others, protested. There 
were no beer ads (that we saw). 





While on the subject of the new 
President, we are indebted to RNS 
for the information that James A. 
Garfield was the only President who 
was also an ordained minister. Dur- 
ing his term of office he even con- 
ducted evangelistic tent meetings and 
baptisms for his Church, the Disciples. 
However, Kennedy is also entitled to 
be called “reverend.” A member of 
the Board of Overseers of Harvard 
University, that ancient order has tra- 
ditionally been addressed as “honor- 
able and reverend gentlemen,’ from 
the days when all members were Puri- 
tan ministers. 





The Jews expected a Saviour, but it 
was the Gentiles who saw the Saviour 
in Jesus. 
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Widely-publicized charges of riot 
and disorder against Southern Presby- 
terian missionaries, growing out of the 
struggle to re-unite the Korean Presby- 
terian Church, are without any foun- 
dation in fact. That’s the estimate 
of a furloughed Korean missionary in 
a Journal interview. 


“I wish I could meet the people re- 
sponsible for circulating these stories 
and tell them the truth of the matter,” 
said the missionary, who granted the 
interview on condition that his name 
would not be used. “We were never 
contacted by any of these people, and 
it appears that they got their informa- 
tion from the Koreans who are the 
leading dissenters.” 


Instead of preferring charges against 
students who broke into a missionary 
compound, as alleged, the missionaries 
actually requested leniency for the 
boys after they were charged and 
jailed by police, the minister reported. 
He added that members of the mission 
who made statements to the prosecutor 
did so only after they were ordered 
to make them by Korean police and 
only after the prosecutor agreed to let 
them include pleas for leniency in 
their statements. 


Allegations from the arrested stu- 
dents were allowed in the report by 
the prosecutor only because the mis- 
sionaries requested leniency, the mis- 
sionary said. These allegations, which 
are only a small part of the official 
report, have been widely quoted in 
the U. S. during a fund-raising cam- 
paign, to “prove” that the missionaries 
incited all or part of the 5-day riot. 


Charges that Southern Presbyterians 
have cut off support of Korean orphan- 
ages, Bible schools and churches are 
also without foundation, the minister 
declared. He said the mission’s min- 
utes and other records are “public and 








Now It’s Unsanitary 


MOSCOW — Russia’s rulers have 
found a new reason why the pa- 
triotic Soviet citizen should avoid 
religion: it’s unsanitary. 


A series of public lectures have 
been sponsored here by the Mos- 
cow Health Service to warn against 
what it calls unhygieniec practices 
in the Baptism and Communion 
rituals of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. The lectures are being 
given by medical doctors who claim 
that cases of dysentery have result- 
ed from christening rites in which 
babies are immersed in the same 
baptismal font. The physicians 
voiced special complaints about the 
methods of distribution of Com- 
munion. 











New Federal Aid Plan 
Attacked by Cardinal 


NEW YORK (RNS) Recommenda- 
tions by President Kennedy’s task 
force on education for a 5.8 billion 
dollar federal aid program to public 
schools were denounced here by Fran- 
cis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of 
New York, as “unfair” to the nation’s 
parochial and private school children. 
Speaking at a rally in the Bronx, the 
cardinal attacked the proposal on 
grounds that it excluded aid to Cath- 
olic schools or those of other religious 
denominations. 


Lashing out at the recommendations, 
Cardinal Spellman said, “It is un- 
thinkable that any American child be 
denied the federal funds allotted to 
other children which are necessary 
for his mental development because his 
parents choose for him a God-centered 
education.” 


The public school proposal is part 
of a plan to provide $9,300,000,000 in 
federal aid to education during the 
next four and a half years. Colleges 
and universities would receive a large 
amount of the sum. 





open” and will reveal that no support 
has been stopped and that in some 
cases it has been increased. 
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More Bible Emphasis 
Reported by British 


SYDNEY (RNS) — A British and 
Foreign Bible Society official said here 
that “not for two generations or more 
have the people of the Churches been 
reading their Bibles as widely and as 
seriously as they are today.” 


The Rev. R. A. Hickin, a deputy 
secretary of the Society, told a con- 
gregation at St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Cathedral here that “some great 
Churches hitherto concentrating all 
their teaching on sacraments and the 
Church’s authority were now “en- 
couraging their people to read the Bi- 
ble.” Earlier in this century, he said, 
there had been “a tendency to think 
of the Bible as irrelevant to modern 
conditions.” This is no longer so, 
he declared. 


“We have found in this 20th cen- 
tury that man is still dominated by 
sin in its varied and changing forms,” 
he observed. “This discovery has led 
us to examine again what the Bible 
has to say about the basic needs of 
men and women.” 





Priests’ Honesty Drive 
(In Tax Affairs) Opens 


MONTREAL (RNS) — A Roman 
Catholic prelate has opened a cam- 
paign against false claims by parish- 
ioners asking priests for receipts for 
income tax purposes. 


Bishop Arthur Douville of St. Hya- 
cinthe, Quebec, has instructed his 
priests to issue income tax receipts 
only to parishioners who complete a 
form showing full details of money 
claimed to have been donated to the 
Church. 


He authorized his subordinates to 
reduce any figures which they believed 
to be exaggerated. 


Urging parish priests to establish 
that claims were based on “honesty, 
truth and honor,” Bishop Douville or- 
dered any money sent with requests 
for income tax receipts, to be returned. 





Film of Aucas Recalls 
Missionaries’ Massacre 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS) —The 
massacre of five Christian missionaries 
by primitive Auca Indians in an Ecua- 
dor jungle was recalled here by a 
movie which shows the daughter of 
one of the victims playing with Auca 
children. 


The color film, titled “The Auca, 
My Kinsman,” is narrated by Mrs. 
Betty Elliott, widow of one of the 
missionaries, and Cornell Capa, a Life 
magazine photographer. Mrs. Elliott 
has succeeded in establishing contact 
with the Aucas and is now on friendly 
terms with them. 


In the film, little Valerie Elliott is 
shown playing with the young Aucas. 
Valerie and her mother seemed com- 
pletely at home and at ease with the 
Indians. On her birthday, a mission 
airplane which brought supplies 
dropped Valerie a birthday cake com- 
plete with candles. She had a birth- 
day party, attended by her Auca 
friends. 


The building of a hut (a roof only, 
with no floor or sides) for Mrs. Elliott 
and her child was shown. One se- 
quence showed Mrs. Elliott cutting an 
Auca’s hair. She and Miss Rachel 
Saint, sister of the slain Nathanial 
Saint, made contact with the tribe 
through friendly Auca women. Miss 
Saint also is shown in the film. 





Lutheran Leader Calls 
For Gospel Preaching 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Dr. J. W. 
Behnken of St. Louis, Mo., president 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn- 
od, assured Minnesota leaders of the 
denomination that the church still 
stands on “solid” doctrinal founda- 
tions. But in a speech before 175 cir- 
cuit leaders he cautioned against dan- 
gers which he said confront the Synod. 


He warned against “modern style 
preaching.” A pastor, he said, should 
not offer some intellectual, philosophi- 
cal oration, but should present “the 
law and the Gospel, sin and grace.” 


“We must always point out the way 
of eternal life to people.” he advised. 


He also spoke against an over-em- 
phasis on liturgy. “We do not want 
to do without liturgy, but we want to 


on sound Scriptural doctrine,” he de- 
clared. 


Dr. Behnken also commented against 
“the drive for ecumenicity” which, he 
said, he observed in American church 
life. Referring to a proposal made in 
December in San Francisco for merger 
of four Protestant denominations, he 
said: “In all that I read about it, the 
main emphasis was on getting togeth- 
er for financial and other practical 
reasons. There was not even a hint 
of solid Scriptural and doctrinal foun- 
dation.” 





Priest Talks on Bible 


At Protestant Seminary 


TAIPEI, Formosa (RNS) — A Ro- 
man Catholic missionary priest gave a 
Biblical lecture here to some 200 Prot- 
estant seminarians at the invitation of 
a seminary society. Father Joseph 
Meiners, S.V.D., a Divine Word Mis- 
sionary, delivered a lecture on “The 
Authority of the Bible” to students 
at the Presbyterian Theological Col- 
lege of Tainan, a training center for 
Presbyterian ministers on Formosa. 

The priest was invited to lecture be- 
fore the students by the Theological 
Society of the college. Father Meiners 
explained that Catholic dogma regards 
the authority of the Bible as guaran- 
teed to mankind, not by the Bible it- 
self, but by the authority of the 
Church which is itself guaranteed by 
the promise of the Holy Ghost. 


He emphasized that it was not the 
Bible that bears authoritative witness 
to the Church but the Church that 
bears authoritative witness to the Bi- 
ble. 


(Editor’s Note: That is what mod- 
ern Protestantism has returned to: 
the Church finds the Word which is 
contained in the Scriptures, rather 
than accepting the Word of the Scrip- 
tures). 





BEST-SELLER IN JAPAN 


TOKYO—For the first time since 
World War II the number of Bibles 
sold in any year in Japan declined 
from the previous year’s total during 
1960. The total for the 12 months— 
1,886,909 Scripture volumes — still 
gave the Bible the title of top non- 
fiction best-seller for the year. The 
decrease from 1959 was 61,065 vol- 


remember that liturgy must be based umes. 


Texas Citizens Appeal 
Nun’s Garb Decision 


AUSTIN, Tex. (RNS) — The Bre- 
mond (Tex.) Public School “Church- 
State” suit was brought before the 
Texas State Board of Education in 
an appeal of Education Commissioner 
J. W. Edgar’s ruling that he has no 
authority to make nuns wear non-ec- 
clesiastical garb. 


Seventeen Protestants, including sev- 
eral Bremond citizens and well-known 
church leaders, voted unanimously to 
file their appeal with the state board. 
A copy went to Bremond School Board 
President Joseph Kotch. 


The state board is asked to hold: 


“1. That no ecclesiastical robes or 
religious garb of any type should be 
worn by public schoo] teachers while 
teaching in St. Mary’s School or Ele- 
mentary School No. 2 (as it is now 
called) or any other public school in 
the State of Texas. 


“2. That the holding of public 
school class in the St. Mary’s School 
building owned by the Catholic 
Church and located adjacent to St. 
Mary’s Covenant, rectory and Catholic 
church constitutes sectarian religious 
instruction and should be abated.” 


The complainants also asked the 
board to uphold Dr. Edgar’s ruling 
that “the mode and manner of the 
operation of St. Mary’s School prior 
to Oct. 18, 1960, constituted a viola- 
tion of the constitutional provisions re- 
quiring the separation of Church and 
State.” 





Presbyterian Re-elected 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The House of Representatives unani- 
mously re-elected the Rev. Bernard 
Braskamp as its chaplain after the 73- 
year-old retired Presbyterian clergy- 
man indicated that a fractured hip suf- 
fered in a fall last November 10 would 
not prevent him from serving as spirit- 
ual counsellor to its 437 members. 


Dr. Braskamp is attending the open- 
ing of each session of the House on 
a pair of crutches and has his left 
leg encased in a cast. Despite the 
handicap, he is not only getting to the 
Capitol, but also is calling on members 
who are ill, demonstrating by his own 
intrepid courage that serious accidents 
and illness can be overcome. Only 
two years ago, he recovered from a 
major operation. 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / FEBRUARY 8, 1961 


aan BN ices Cte 0 











EA teem ee or 











~ 
S 
eee 


wn : 

to 
rd. 
ard 


or 

be 
hile 
tle- 
ow 


blic 
00] 
olic 


olic 
ous 


the 
ing 
the > 
rior || 
ola- 


and 


~d 


ani- 
ard 

73- 
suf- 
yuld 
irit- 


en- : 

ono | 
left — 
the 
the 
ers 
wn 
ants 
nly 


ee 






Southern Presbyterian Worthies 


No. 2 in a Centennial Series 


THE CHAMPION OF CATECHISMS 


Givens Brown Strickler 


“He gave himself to inventing no 
new statement of any old truth but 
accepting the old truth in its old forms 
he exhibited unrivalled skill in ex- 
pounding, defending and impressing 
the theology of the Church as set 
forth in the Westminster Stand- 


Meese. 


That was G. B. Strickler, a leading 
preacher, teacher, scholar and outspok- 
en advocate of the catechetical meth- 
od of teaching. 


Givens Brown Strickler, who was to 
become a beloved minister in Virginia 
and Georgia, a moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and a professor at 
Union Theological Seminary, was born 
April 25, 1840 in Rockbridge County, 
Virginia. His God-fearing parents, 
Joseph S. and Mary Jane Brown 
Strickler, taught him “God’s Word as 
a lamp unto his feet’ — a teaching 
that would carry him far in success 
and usefulness. 


He attended the community schools 
and in 1858 entered Washington Col- 
lege (later Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity) at Lexington. Service as a 
Confederate soldier, serving as a com- 
pany commander under Stonewall 
Jackson, interrupted his schooling. He 
was taken prisoner and became a spir- 
itual leader for fellow prisoners. At 
the end of the war he returned to 
Washington College, where his beloved 
leader, Gen. Robert E. Lee, was presi- 
dent. He graduated with distinction 
in 1867. 


After two years at Union Seminary, 
then at Hampden-Sydney, he graduat- 
ed at the head of his class. He was 
licensed in September 1870 by Mont- 
gomery Presbytery and ordained the 
next May by Lexington Presbytery. 
He was called to the Tinkling Spring 
church in Augusta County, Va., where 
he served 12 years. His alma mater, 
Washington College, conferred the doc- 
torate of divinity on him in 1878. 


Dr. Strickler accepted a call to the 
then dissension-torn Central church at 


Atlanta, Ga., in 1883. The strife was 
soon healed, and he gained the respect 
of the congregation as well as that of 
the entire city. During his Atlanta 
pastorate Dr. Strickler served as mod- 
erator of the 1887 St. Louis General 
Assembly. He was elected to the 
board of Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity in 1894. 


Another phase of Dr. Strickler’s 
service began in 1896 when he was 
called to the chair of systematic the- 
ology at Union. This was two years 
before the seminary moved from 
Hampden-Sydney to Richmond. Leav- 
ing Atlanta proved to be difficult for 
Dr. Strickler because his congregation 
strongly opposed the removal. Even 
the neighboring Second Baptist church 
passed a resolution asking him to stay. 
The Presbytery of Atlanta finally con- 
curred in his going, however. 


NO ORIGINAL THEOLOGY 


At Union 
sidered 


Dr. Strickler was 
an excellent teacher 
great theologian, though not an orig- 
inal one. 


con- 
and a 


He is said to have followed 
his former teacher, Dabney, in almost 
every particular. It was written of 





“A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 


ENDORSED BY THE CHURCH=+ 
ESTABLISHING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
EFFECTING CHRISTIAN MATURITY 
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him: . . his satisfaction with the 
system he taught, his love for it, his 
set purpose to hold and defend and 
further the faith once delivered to 
the saints combined to make him the 
greatest injector of that system into 
the minds of men of the last two dec- 
ades in our Church.” 


In 1897 he made one of his greatest 
single contributions to the Church 
in the delivery of his address on 
“The Nature, Value, and Special Util- 
ity of the Catechisms.” He had seen 
and knew what the Catechism had 
done in the lives of people. 


Dr. Strickler held that a divine war- 
rant, if not a requirement for the Cat- 
echisms could be found in Deuteron- 
omy 6:6-7: “And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart: And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou risest up.” 
He explained that the catechetical 
method of instruction was instituted 
at the very beginning of the Mosaic 
era. 


To prove that the method is effec- 
tive, he pointed out that the Church 
had used it in its best ages. He gave 
these reasons why he considered cat- 
echetical teaching as the best kind: 
(1) It most effectively brings the pu- 
pil’s mind to the subject that is to be 
considered; (2) Catechisms provide the 
matter necessary for spiritual train- 
ing because of the preparation that 
went into them; and (3) They are 
complete manuals of the great funda- 
mental doctrines of divine revelation. 


GUARD AGAINST ERROR 


Because the Catechisms are so well- 
organized and carefully prepared they 
guard against serious erors while at 
the same time stating essential truths, 
Dr. Strickler pointed out. In the sys- 
tem, he said, “every truth can be 


(Cont. on p. 23, col. 1) 





1961 


Forces endeavoring to shape society 
and influence human thinking today 
have discovered that the most effec- 
tive way is through the young people. 
Catch the imagination of youth and 
you can shake the foundations of the 
ages. Not even governments today 


are secure against well-disciplined 
mass action by youth, witness the stu- 
dent riots in Japan and Korea, not 
to mention our own San Francisco 
fiasco. 


Consequently what is going on 
among students deserves more than its 
normal share of attention today. For 
in student work one is likely to see 
the “cutting edge” of new ideologies 
at work, the emerging pattern of those 
ideas and concepts which persons pos- 
sessed of a passion to change the world 
would use in order to achieve their 
purposes. 


In other words, if you want to know 
by what means the apostles of novelty 
expect to attain their ends and what 
ideas are being used in the attainment 
of those ends, look to see what the 
students are talking about. Examine 
the new philosophies circulating on 
the campuses (regardless of how im- 
probable they may seem to be) and 
the chances are you will find yourself 
looking at the ideologies that persons 
out to change the face of the earth 
have determined to be most effective 
in the long run in the attainment of 
their purposes. 


In general, one may detect a single, 
fundamental preoccupation in radical 
academic thought-forms. This preoc- 
cupation, though it may be a single 


basic interest, may not always appear 
in the same guise. The form it takes 
may depend on the subject at hand, 
whether economics, politics or religion. 
However, the basic preoccupation is 
nearly always one and the same. 


Economically, radical thinking to- 
day encourages the development of 
the “welfare state.” Politically, it is 
interested in “co-existence.” Phil- 
osophically it is most likely to emerge 
as one of the various forms of exis- 
tentialism. Theologically it is prob- 
ably best characterized as “theologi- 
cal existentialism.” 


Our concern is with theology. 


To begin with, we must admit that 
the champions of theological exis- 
tentialism seeking to overhaul the 
Church in our time (sometimes stated 
as “renew the Church in our time’’) 
have penetrated student work more ef- 
fectively than any other department 


of the Church’s life. The “thought- 
forms” expressing the new ideas al- 
most constitute a separate language. 
This language has already captivated 
the imagination of youth although 
most of us who are older still find 
it more or less bewildering. 


Emanating from several strategic 
centers, theological existentialism has 
infiltrated the youth programs of most 
denominations, not excepting the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. Chief among 
these centers in the South is an ex- 
perimental community functioning on 
the campus of the University of Texas 
under the name, Christian Faith and 
Life Community. Although located on 
a single university campus, the Chris- 
tian Faith and Life Community is by 
no means just a local beehive of stu- 
dent activity. It is in some unspeci- 
fied way national in its ramifications, 
including on its Advisory Council such 
men as James I. McCord of Princeton 








‘Community of Lay Scholars’ 


(A description of a student religious program which was transplanted 
to four other college campuses from the Faith and Life Community. 
Story copied from the bulletin of the Community, “Letter to Laymen,” 
Nov., 1960). 


Two years ago, within the three student foundations 
on separate campuses, we started an experiment in 
theological education for college laymen attempting to 
incorporate into the life of the foundation some of 
the insights which had come to us primarily through 
the Christian Faith and Life Community. We realized 
that we had to grapple with these insights in light of 
our own situation and our problems, and that we 
could not embrace the structure exactly as it had 
emerged in the Community. Our problem was how 
to revive what was in fact dead within the denomina- 
tional structure, to make it possible to have what John 
Heuss calls a “small group of quiet fanatics” within 
the company of baptized Christians. 


We were faced with the problem of how to be in 


fact the Church, not just to be another group that met 
together contemplating some problem, but to be as mis- 
sion... 


The curriculum is organized to take students through 
a four semester program of study. The program of the 
first semester is called “The Nature of Faith,” and 
it requires the reading of Tillich’s DYNAMICS OF 
FAITH taking it apart almost word by word. The sec- 
ond semester is concerned with what we call, “The Con- 
tent of Faith and Christian Apologetics.” The students 
read two essays: George Buttrick, ““The Christian in the 
University” and Rudolf Bultmann, “New Testament 
and Mythology,” and a book by Reinhold Niebuhr, 
FAITH AND HISTORY. In the third semester we 
move to “Church History” in which the students read 
PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY, by John Dilen- 
berger and Claude Welch. The fourth semester we 
study “Christian Ethics” with the first two books of 
Emil Brunner, THE DIVINE IMPERATIVE. At the 
end of the fourth semester each member of the Com- 
munity who has been with us for two years presents a 


(Cont. on p. 8, col. 2) 
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Seminary, Samuel H. Miller of Harvard 
Divinity School, Carlyle Marney of 
the Myers Park Baptist Church of 
Charlotte, N. C., and G. Paul Mussel- 
man of the National Council of 
Churches’ Department of Evangelism. 
J. Donald Butler of the Austin Presby- 
terian Seminary has just replaced Dr. 
McCord as Chairman of the National 
Advisory Council. 


The Journal has had occasion before 
to call the attention of its readers to 
this Christian Faith and Life Com- 
munity (“Theological Beatniks,”’ Jan. 
30, 1960). We first noticed, over a 
year ago, similar ideas and “thought- 
forms” in Community literature and 
in youth literature of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Since then we have 
observed an increasing liaison develop- 
ing between Presbyterian campus min- 
istries and the Community. We were 
visited by alarmed student workers 
last summer after the intellectual lead- 


The Medem Campus Ministry? 


er of the Community was brought to 
Montreat for the Westminster Fellow- 
ship conference. Most recently we 
have watched the development, on new 
college campuses, of radical “experi- 
ments” in faith and life projected as 
central emphases in the curricula 
planned for these institutions. 


It isn’t always possible to trace a 
development through a clear-cut series 
of influences to a common source. 
Sometimes new patterns just seem to 
“erupt” spontaneously all over. How- 
ever, in the emerging patterns which 
characterize student religious life, 
especially on college campuses, a close 
affinity exists between the material 
emanating from denominational sour- 
ces today and the material designed 
by the Faith and Life Community to 
be the “cutting edge’”’ on student work 
“frontiers,” the pioneer “experiment” 
in student work programming, furnish- 
ing guiding principles for both the- 
ology and worship. 


In the adjoining columns we have 
copied, from the bulletin of the Faith 
and Life Community, a sample preoc- 
cupation with “the Church in culture.” 
We have also reproduced pertinent 
portions of the story of how the Com- 
munity program spread to four other 
college campuses (not Presbyterian). 
We urge you to read these carefully. 
Your first reaction is likely to be: 
“Nonsense!” Be assured that it isn’t 
nonsense. It is the corroding influ- 
ence of a pure secularism which takes 
the spiritual backbone out of religious 
faith and leaves the body of religious 
convictions lifeless. 


When you have read these we hope 
you will consider whether or not you 
can act individually and through your 
sessions and Presbyteries. If there is 
anything that we should resolve to 
“recover” it is the historic testimony 
of the Word of God as this is explicitly 
set forth in the Confession of Faith. 

















The Church in Culture 


(Copied from an article by staff member Donald R. Warren in the 
November, 1960, “Letter to Laymen” of the Christian Faith and Life 


Community, Austin, Tex.) 


In the period immediately following World War II 
existential philosophy expressed itself in terms of the 
question of personal meaning. It asked, “Who am I?” 
and in answering this question developed a doctrine 
of anxiety and despair, a doctrine of rebellion and 
radical individual responsibility, and a mystical-aesthe- 
tic doctrine of affirmation-in-spite-of. At the time this 
question was of major significance for men. They were 
facing a world which was falling to pieces, shattered 
as it were by anonymous powers which seemed to sys- 
tematically destroy all the presuppositions and self- 
understandings by which they had been able to grasp 
a meaning in life. In raising the question of meaning 


existential philosophy adopted an existentialist lan- 
guage by which it was able to conceptualize its view 
of man and the world in which he lived. However, 
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the conceptualization revealed that the basic question 
was not only unanswerable existentially, but that in 
fact it was irrelevant to the problem at hand. For it 
became clear that if one asks with his whole being, i.e. 
existentially, “Who am I?” the answer must be also 
existential, i.e., in terms of who I am in the world in 
which I happen to be living. Once the question of 
“world” was raised, it was seen that the question of 
personal meaning could only be answered in terms of 
personal involvement in this world. The question be- 
came “Who am I in the world?” or, in other words, 
“What am I to do in order to be alive?” 


. The new man is understood ontologically. He is 
being and as such he is potentia. He is being and at 
the same time is nothing more than the possibility of 
being. He is alive and yet he is this only in so far as 
he concretely (decisively) expresses his alive-ness. To 
be alive, a man must live openly in his world; a world 
which includes himself, the other people who happen 
to bear in upon his life, and the whole natural order 
(not just the world of nature, but the whole enigmatic 
structure of the not-me). Because man is being, i.e. 





potentia, he always has the possibility of being alive 


(living openly). In a given situation, the choice is 
his: he can decide for or against his being. Because 
man must make decisions (in this respect he is not 
free) , he is at his very core anxious. 


The student of existential analysis may find himself 
wondering whether in reading the existential analysist 
he is reading psychology or is, in fact engaging in the- 
ology . . . For the Church this raises the question of 
how it is to carry on its task to theologize . . . Its 
task to theologize concerns the crucial task for this 
generation of offering a theological interpretation of 
what is being put forth in these various areas of human 
activity. 


In other words, what does it mean for the Church’s 
understanding of man and sin that psychology is now 
proposing guilt as one of the “facts” of existence? What 
does this mean for its doctrine of creation? What hap- 
pens to the Church’s understanding of history and its 
meaning when psychology and philosophy maintain 
that only a historical person lives authentically? .. . It 
seems that psychology and theology have reached the 
same evaluation of history: it is decisive for one who 
would be alive only when it becomes open-ended, i.e. 
never a closed, ended-once-for-all past. 


However, the critical area in which the Church is 
confronted by the new image of man and specifically 
by existential analysis is in its thinking about the 
Christ. Which categories, which conceptual tools, 
which words are to be used today in answer to the 
question, “How can I be saved?” Already within the 
Church this work has been begun. Various voices 
throughout the world (cf. Paul Tillich and Rudolph 
Bultmann) have been expressing the view that finally 
for our time history has become radically alive: a new 
world is just around the corner. In this world is a 
new man, a searching and waiting man, who under- 
stands his life in terms of alive possibility instead of 
dead necessity. (He is, therefore, a man in deep 
despair). The Word which comes to this man is a 
word which says that searching and waiting are au- 
thenticated, that one can dare to seize the possibility 
of existence not because he must if he is to be alive, 
but because the means of seizing it are now given. All 
of which is to say that man can dare to participate 
concretely (creatively) in his world, because this Word 
frees him to be himself: a human being alive in a hu- 
man world, both of which (he and his world) are 
created ever anew by the One in whose hands are all 
things, who in His graciousness addresses His crea- 
tures, and who alone is the ground — the beginning 
and the end—of possibility. 


* * * * 7 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Boiled down to its simplest, the 
above approach to life and to theology makes some- 
thing called “potential man” the measure of all things. 
What man ought to be he can be and what he can be 
he may daily become. To enter into “potential man” 
as ultimate meaning is to be alive. This is “creation.” 


This, further, is God. 


The philosophy (and the religion which goes with 
it) denies that there is any objective God above and 
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beyond Man as Man ought to be. In the final analy- 
sis there is no spiritual order separate from and be- 
yond the human order. There is no final, revealed 
norm. There is absolutely nothing which is once- 
for-all-time. There is nothing which is the same yes- 
terday, today and forever. 


The antidote to the poison of this thinking is the 
elevation of God as Creator, eternal, everlasting and 
unchangeable: a Person. The Christian must insist 
that Truth is by revelation from God and is as eternal, 
everlasting and unchangeable as the God whose Per- 
son Truth describes. He must insist that man finds 
his “alive-ness” when he receives Life from God 
through Jesus Christ: a life he did not have before 
— for without it he perishes — but which is given 
him by faith and which is sustained by immediate con- 
tact with God through the Holy Spirit. He must, 
above all, insist that in the Bible the eternal and un- 
changing Truth of God is revealed, accurately, objec- 
tively, and savingly. 





‘LAY SCHOLARS’—from p. 6 


paper on his self-understanding as it is related to some 
problem that is going on in his internal life at the 
present point in his history. These people, having 
finished the curriculum, will be forced out into the 


campus next year as the new saints of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 


I want to spell out the concrete procedure for the 
meeting nights in order that you will have an idea of 
how this Community of Lay Scholars is going about 
being the committed group that it is. The groups 
meet in separate classes on Tuesday night. The first 
year class meets, we have an hour break to let me smoke 
a half pack of cigarettes, and then I meet with the 
second year class. On Friday night the two classes 
meet together. We begin with a common meal and 
after the common meal we have conversation. Some 
members of the Community have covenanted together 
the time before to bring talk to us which has to do with 
how they are going to live in the structures of campus 
life during the coming week. These have been excit- 
ing times. We then have a moment in which we re- 
new our relationships with one another and focus on 
the decision as to whether we are going to stick with 
it or whether we are going to leave. Finally, after we 
have had a conversation about what it means to live 
in this university and be present to dull and meaning- 
less classes, while still at the table we go through that 
dramatic activity which is Christian worship. 


eee 

When the service is finished we do not stay around 
and engage in lingering small talk. Leaving is a self- 
conscious symbol of the fact that the end of the service 


is the dismissal of the Community back into the struc- 
tures of the world where work is to be done. 


The Community of Lay Scholars is, thus, not a 
simple addendum to the normal campus ministry. It 
is the very heartbeat of the new understanding of this 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 2) 
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EDIJORIALS 


Accent On Youth 


Training in the 
Faith? ... 


We have talked with one of the col- 
lege students who attended the recent 
Dallas Quadrennial Youth Convention. 


This particular student is a sensi- 
tive young woman, spiritually discern- 
ing and intellectually mature. 


We asked her what she thought of 
the gathering. Her reply was a rev- 
elation: 


“The convention was well-planned 
and potentially inspiring. The leaders 
were good. It was the young people 
themselves who shocked me. I had a 
hard time finding any who believed 
very much of anything or who knew 
very much about anything they be- 
lieved.” 


Those words describe the awful 
tragedy of youth today. The young 
people are coming out of homes — for 
the most part — in which the Bible is 
a closed book. Their early training 
— all too often — has consisted of a 
weekly exhortation to be good and 
serve their fellowmen. They have 
gone off to college where the little 
faith they picked up along the way 
has been twisted into a pretzel of 
wishful dogoodism. 


When these young people take part 
in a gathering such as the one in Dal- 
las, they reveal themselves to be a 
bundle of liberal economic theories, 
radical social opinions and half-baked 
deism. What little religion is includ- 
ed in this combination too often is 
the kind that feels best at home in 
a “dialogue” on the subject: “How 
am I to achieve my true selfhood?” 


Their teachers of Bible and of re- 
ligion are doing it. They will con- 
tinue doing it until the Christian peo- 
ple to whom they are responsible rise 
up and hold them to an accounting. 





One good reason for not going 
around with a chip on your shoulder 
is that someone may miss the chip 
and knock your block off.—Selected. 


‘How Shall They 


Believe? ..2 


This past summer a group of young 
people visiting Montreat were highly 
mystified to discover that the lake 
and the tennis courts were closed on 
Sundays. They couldn’t understand 
it. It was not that~they disagreed: 
having thought through the issue and 
having reached a decision about it. 
They were rather completely mystified: 
bewildered in the face of the unexpect- 
ed and unknown. 


That simple story is a description 
of the spiritual predicament of youth 
today: they are bewildered because 
they do not know! Young people dif- 
fer from their often sophisticated 
teachers in one subtle but important 
respect. Their teachers were preceded 
by a devout generation. They were 
brought up on the Bible and the Cat- 
echism. If they “reacted against” the 
“faith of the Fathers” and took their 
journey into a “far country,” they 
were deliberately leaving a spiritual 
“home” which they knew and from 
which they departed. When they sub- 
sequently made their uneasy peace 
with God (on a “liberal” or “progres- 
sive” basis) it was with an intelligent 
understanding of the “whole counsel 
of God” whether they accepted it or 
not. 


But this generation of young peo- 
ple is different. Many of them be- 
gan their spiritual pilgrimage in the 
“far country.” They do not have a 
background in the Bible and the Cat- 
echism. They have never been home! 
When they are taught the faith by 
teachers who have reached their own 
uneasy spiritual maturity through the 
devious meanderings of a liberal re- 
ligious education, that spiritual un- 
certainty is the highest and best 
they’ve known. For some of them 
theological positions which evangelical 
Christians would recognize as sub- 
Christian are the pinnacle of faith. 
And evangelical positions themselves 





are and 


foreign 
They simply do not know! 


incomprehensible. 


Young people today sometimes re- 
act to evangelical Christianity repre- 
sented by youth organizations such as 
Young Life and Inter Varsity in much 
the same way that the youth group 
reacted to the closed lake at Mon- 
treat. It is the reaction of a young 
puppy on his first encounter with the 
unknown — represented by a lawn 
mower or a vacuum cleaner. When 
such young people go to a campus 
Young Life or Inter Varsity meeting 
they sometimes respond in exactly the 
same way a Chinese or an African 
might respond to his first hearing of 
the Gospel. 


We do not mean to suggest that 
Young Life or Inter Varsity are per- 
fect. Far from it. Their weaknesses, 
especially in the area represented by 
the Church, are evident. But we do be- 
lieve they represent evangelical Chris- 
tianity. And our point is that too 
many young people today are not 
capable of evaluating evangelical Chris- 
tianity objectively. They have never 
met up with it. This is their tragedy. 
This is also the reason for their sus- 
ceptibility to such mystical representa- 
tions of modern religion as is described 
on p. 6. 





Pagan America 


It won’t be long, we fear, before 
America is rightfully recognized as 
one of the pagan countries of the 
world. There will be one advantage 
to such a classification when it comes, 
however: it will be possible to relieve 
Christianity of the blame it is receiv- 
ing for what most Americans are and 
do. Here is what we mean: 


A church group in California has 
been conducting door-to-door surveys, 
asking five simple questions about the 
Bible. The results of their canvass 
may surprise you: 


—42.3% of the people asked did not 


know where Jesus was born. 


—35.0% did not know how many 


apostles Jesus had. 


—78.3% did not know in what book 
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of the Bible the Ten Com- 
mandments are found. 


did not know who led the 
Israelites out of Egypt (de- 
spite Cecil B. DeMille). 


did not know the name of 
the giant killed by David. 


The average well-educated Japanese 
knows more of the Bible than that... 
and he doesn’t claim to believe it. 


—47.4% 


—30.1% 





Faithfulness 


For a number of years the writer 
has had dealings with a person of 
another race, one with limited educa- 
tion and with not too much of this 
world’s goods. 


This individual has Christian char- 
acter, and from that background we 
have enjoyed a sincere, earnest and 
rewarding friendship. 


The other day we realized that one 
of the things which binds us together 
is a sense of trustworthiness — we 
trust each other and because of that 
fact problems simply do not exist be- 
tween us. 


How precious is that quality in an 
individual which inspires trust! How 
comforting is the element of faithful- 
ness in our dealings one with the other! 


Nothing is more revealing of Chris- 
tian character than the knowledge 
that we can entrust our own personal 
interests into the hands of another and 
have that individual attend to them as 
though they were his own. Nor is 
there a greater test of our character 
than when we find ourselves entrusted 
with the welfare of others. 


In these days when so many fail 
at the point of trustworthiness and 
faithfulness the Christian should so 
live before the world that all may know 
that there yet lives in this land the 
spirit of righteousness which springs 
from the well-springs of faith in the 
transforming and keeping Christ. 


Certainly our Lord extolls these 
qualities of character: “Be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” 


—L. N. B. 


A Layman And His Church 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


RESOURCES UNLIMITED 


From time to time preachers and 
other Christian leaders rightly warn 
against the tendency to “use God” 
for individual advantage. Unquestion- 
ably there are some who look on Him 
as a magic genii to whom one may 
turn, and in so doing escape the trials, 
problems and vicissitudes of life. 


But God cannot be “used” for any- 
thing other than to accomplish His 
sovereign purposes. At the same time 
the Bible clearly teaches that it not 
only is the privilege but also the duty 
of Christians to turn to God for help, 
guidance and comfort. 


What some fail to understand is 
that Christians have never been prom- 
ised an easy time in this world. On 
the contrary some of God’s greatest 
saints have suffered the most accord- 
ing to worldly standards. 


That which God promises is not 
ease but grace for the buffetings of 
life, whatever they may be. And of- 
ten in these trying circumstances 
Christians come to a new and precious 
fellowship with Him. 


For the Christian, Christ is the 
Anchor and Faith, the Chain by which 
he may appropriate all that God so 
graciously offers. Because of Christ 
we may enjoy quietness in the midst 
of turmoil; certainty where others 
waver; stability in the midst of chaos; 
comfort in time of sorrow; hope in 
adversity; assurance in perplexity; 
faith when doubt assails; strength 
when all other resources fail. 


These are not figments of the imag- 
ination — all rest on the sure promises 
of God. And in days of world unrest 
such as now confront us it remains 
for the Christian to witness to the 
saving and keeping power of the One 
who never changes. 


To avail ourselves of God’s unlimit- 
ed resources is not to “use” Him but 
rather to glorify Him by showing in 
our lives His sustaining grace. This 
can mean rejoicing in the midst of 
sorrow, courage in the fact of danger, 
serenity in the presence of calamity— 
an outlook which honors God because 
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it sees beyond the immediate to the 
ultimate. 


These things are possible for the 
Christian because he enjoys the su- 
preme privilege of man — fellowship 
with his Maker. To know Christ, to 
be able to talk with Him and sense His 
holy presence; to have Him available 
at any time is a privilege and a bless- 
ing of which the world knows nothing. 


All of this is a warning against so- 
phistication in spiritual matters. The 
Seriptures make it abundantly plain 
that God detests pride. It is the 
humble heart to which He speaks. It 
is to child-like faith that He responds. 
It is to those often held in contempt 
by the world that He reveals Himself. 


At the heart of such an experience 
of God’s presence and help is obedience 
— obedience to His revealed will. Too 
little has been said and written about 
the part obedience plays in the Chris- 
tian life. Our Lord said: “And why 
call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?” Another 
time He said: “Not every one that 
saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of My Father which 


is in heaven.” 


The road of obedience is not easy; 
it is a continuing work of sanctifying 
grace about which Paul wrote: “Cast- 
ing down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Christ.” 


But with such an experience there 
comes the privilege of claiming God’s 
promises and making them our own. 
It is often at what the world calls the 
ebb tide of human experience that 
the Christian can demonstrate the 
greatness and faithfulness of his God. 


And in that witness others too may 
turn to Him. 





Some people are temperamental 
and some are more temper than mental. 

















the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you ga> 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpsvun Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S 

A. M. Smith, Mer. -Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s a Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
ar, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, 

J. E. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, 

Delmar Tolliver, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
ona Ark. 
H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


——oe Co. 
Carthage, 
J. A. meCestill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 19, 1961 


SUNDAY SC 









By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Lord Of Life And Death 


Bible Material: John 10-11 
Romans 8:31-39 


Devotional Reading: 


“Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through Him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus 
Christ is Lord of life and of death. We are safe in 
Him, both in this life and in the life to come. We 
usually sing the hymn “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” at 
funerals, but it is a hymn for us while we live in this 
world as well as when we die: 


“Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe from corroding care, 
Safe from the world’s temptations, 
Sin cannot harm me there. 
Free from the blight of sorrow, 
Free from my doubts and fears; 
Only a few more trials, 
Only a few more tears.” 


He, the Good Shepherd, cares for His sheep. Some- 
times we see in a cemetery the sign, “Perpetual Care.” 
It means that there is a fund provided for the care of 
the graves of those buried there. We may write upon 
the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ the words “Per- 
petual Care.” He is Lord of life and death: “The 
souls of believers are made perfect in death and do im- 
mediately pass into glory, and their bodies, being still 
united to Christ, do rest in their graves until the resur- 
rection,” says the Catechism. Then, after the resurrec- 
tion, we have all eternity in which to glory and praise 
and serve Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
We have the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 


Paul says in Romans 8:37, “We are more than con- 
querors through Him that loved us.” We can conquer 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, if we are in Him, 
for He was victorious over all three. Thanks be to 
God Who giveth us the victory through our Lord 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 

Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 
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Jesus Christ. “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 


In the Bible material for today’s lesson we have two 
very familiar chapters, 10 and 11, in which there are 
three “I am’s”: “I am the door”; “I am the Good 
Shepherd”; “I am the resurrection and the life.” No 
mere man could have said any one of these three things. 
Jesus, the Son of God, could alone make any such 
claims. 


Chapter 10: Jesus, the Door and the Good Shepherd. 


“I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” 
(verse 9). A party was travelling in Palestine recently 
and were watching a shepherd gather his sheep into 
the fold and noticed that there was no door, or gate, 
to the fold. Where is the door? asked one of the party. 
“IT am the door,” said the shepherd, as he stretched 
himself out in the entrance to the sheepfold. God has 
a sheepfold for His sheep, and Jesus, the Son of God, 
is the Door to that fold. There is a simple chorus 
which children sing: 


“One Door, and only one; 
Yet its sides are two: 
Inside and outside. 
On which side are you?” 


Let us remember that there is but one Door. “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me.” There is no other name under 
heaven, given among men whereby we must be saved. 
He that hath the Son, hath life, but he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life. We do not have two 
or three Saviours, only one: He is the only Redeemer 
of God’s elect. Have we received Him? And are we 
resting upon Him for salvation as He is offered to 
us in the Gospels? On Christ the solid rock I stand: 
all other ground is sinking sand. 


When man sinned he was shut out of Eden. Before 
this the door had been open; God walked in the Gar- 
den and talked freely with His children. Now all was 
changed. Unbelief and disobedience had placed a 
barrier between the Creator and those He had created 
in His own image. God gave them a promise of a 
Coming One Who should bruise the serpent’s head, 
and open the door again. The problem now was how 
man, a sinner, could approach a Holy God. They 
were taught to come by faith and by sacrifice — the 








shedding of blood. 
tabernacle and temple is a picture of the way back to 
God. The meaning of it all is explained in the book 


In the ritual of worship in the 


of Hebrews. All these types and symbols pointed to 
Christ Who opened a new and living way back to God. 
He was made sin for us Who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him: “Hav- 
ing then this great High Priest who has passed into 
the Holy of Holies, we can come with confidence unto 
the throne of grace, to obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need.” Christ is the Door and by 
Him we are saved and go in and out and find pasture. 
Once more we see how to be “born again” and become 
the children of God. Have we received Him and 
entered the Door? 


“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
His life for the sheep . . . I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine... And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” 


The Bible, as is natural, uses this figure of speech 
often. The first verse we learned may have been, “The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want,” and this beauti- 
ful psalm is known by more people than any other 
portion of Scripture, I suppose. Jesus may have had 
this psalm in mind, as He spoke to the Jews, but more 
probably the thirty-fourth chapter of Ezekiel where 
God reproves the false shepherds of Israel and speaks 
of the Good Shepherd Who will come and gather the 
sheep into the fold: “My sheep wandered through all 
the mountains, and upon every high hill; yea, my 
flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and 
none did search or seek after them.” 


We read in the Gospels that Jesus had compassion 
on the multitude because they were scattered abroad 
as the sheep having no shepherd: “For thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold I, even I, will both search my sheep, 
and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are 
scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will de- 
liver them out of all places where they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day . And I will 
set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, 
even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he 
shall be their shepherd. And I the Lord will be their 
God, and my servant David a prince among them; I 
the Lord have spoken it,” wrote Ezekiel. 


Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. He, the Son of David, as well as Son of God, 
fulfilled prophecy. As the Good Shepherd Jesus knows 
His sheep, cares for His sheep, lays down His life for 
the sheep. One of the most beautiful benedictions is 
that in Hebrews 13: 20, 21: “Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do His will, working in you that which 
is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 


“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice: 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” Go 
ye into all the world and preach the Gospel. There 
have been gathered a great multitude of Gentiles into 
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the fold and these form one Church with the Jews who 
belong to the Lord. The vast majority of Christians 
today are Gentiles. 


Chapter 11: “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 


“The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.” 
The “homeless” Jesus found a home in the little town 
of Bethany. During the last week He spent on earth 
before His crucifixion Jesus went, and probably some 
of the disciples, out to this home to spend their nights 
after His trying days in Jerusalem. Lazarus lived in 
Bethany with Martha and Mary. Simon the leper may 
have been the husband of Martha. Jesus no doubt 
healed him of his leprosy, and in the 12th chapter we 
find them making a supper for Him. 


Lazarus was taken sick and the sisters sent word to 
Jesus that “he whom thou lovest is sick.” The sisters 
expected Jesus to come to their aid, and were puzzled, 
and somewhat hurt, when He delayed His coming. 
Both of them greeted Him with the same words, “Lord, 
if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
They had seen Him cure many who were sick. Evi- 
dently, they had not seen Him raise anyone from the 
dead. We can easily imagine how anxiously they wait- 
ed for Him to come. He had His own good reasons 
for His delay as we see in our Scripture. 


We may learn a very valuable lesson from this inci- 
dent. God answers prayer in different ways. Some- 
times He has to say “No,” just as a wise parent to a 
foolish child, for, as Jesus says, we ask amiss. We ask 
for things which would not be good for us, nor for the 
glory of God. Sometimes God says, “Yes,” and gracious- 
ly grants our request. Sometimes He says, “Wait a 
while.” Sometimes He substitutes something better. 
Jesus’ answer to the sisters was a combination of these 


last two. He delayed His coming and when He came 
He worked the great “sign” which caused many to be- 
lieve. 


“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth 
in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?” When 
we believe this, everything has a new and glorious hope 
and meaning for us. 


Thank Him for His tears. 


“Take ye away the stone . . . Loose him and let him 
go.” God does not do for us what we can do for our- 
selves. Men could take away the stone. But only 
Jesus could say, “Lazarus, come forth.” 


“Jesus wept.” 
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FOR FEBRUARY 19, 1961 


Who Is Christian ? 


Scripture—Ephesians 2:1-10 


Suggested Hymns— 
“My Faith Looks up to Thee” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee” 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 


SUGGESTION TO PROGRAM LEADER: (This 
is a program in which we shall trv to answer an im- 
portant question by seeing what the Bible has to say. 
You can have audience participation in this program 
by asking the young people to find and read the Scrip- 
ture passages as they occur. The most efficient way 
to do this will be to write the references on slips of 
paper, pass them out to the young people before the 
program, and then have the speakers call for the pas- 
sages to be read as they are needed.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: We 
use the word “Christian” both as a noun and as an 
adjective. It is a title which is applied to certain peo- 
ple, and it is a term used to describe certain actions, 
relations, attitudes, etc. Some people use the word 
“Christian” very loosely, and others use it in a much 
more restricted way. There is great latitude in the use 
we make of many words. For instance, when we say 
that a boy is an athlete we may mean that he is AIll- 
American material or we may mean that he plays third 
string on a sandlot team. There is the same variation 
in the use of the word “Christian.” Sometimes the 
word “Christian” is restricted to a person who has made 
a verv definite commitment to Christ and who has 
high ideals and standards. At other times the same 
title is applied to a person who is a member of a pre- 
dominantly church-going community and who lives a 
fairly respectable life. 


We want to find out from the Bible what is necessarv 
to make a Christian. What are the basic essentials of 
Christianity? How does a person become a Christian? 
What are the fundamental qualities of Christian char- 
acter? Our speakers, with our help, as we use our 
Bibles, will try to answer these questions. 


FIRST SPEAKER: How does a person become a 
Christian in the first place? Being a Christian is a 
matter of being in a proper relation to God. It is NOT 
a matter of imitating other Christians in the hope that 
eventually we shall look like Christians ourselves. 
Those who are genuine Christians have been MADE 
TO BECOME Christians. We are born into God’s 


family in a way that is similar to the way we are born 
into our earthly families. 


In fact, the Bible speaks 


YOUTH WORK 


PAGE 15 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / FEBRUARY 8, 1961 








By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





of the act of becoming a Christian as a “new birth.” 
It is possible for us to become Christians because of 
what God has done for us in Christ. In the process of 
making a person a Christian, here are some of the 
necessary things God does: 


God regenerates those who believe in Christ, which 
means that He gives them a new birth and a new life. 
(Read John 17:2). Believers pass from spiritual death 
to spiritual life. (Read Eph. 2:1 and John 5:24). The 
new life which these believers live is the divine life . . . 
is Christ living in them. (Read Gal. 2:20). They are 
a new spiritual creation. (Read II Cor. 5:17). A 
Christian is truly, as we said at the beginning, a child 
of God. (Read John 1:12). 


When God makes a person a Christian He forgives 
his sins. It is because God’s Son died for our sins that 
we can be freely forgiven of them. (Read Acts 13:38, 
39). Forgiveness is a necessary part of the new life 
which God gives to those who believe in Christ. ( Read 
Col. 2:13). 


God not only forgives our sins through Christ, but 
in place of our sins He gives us His righteousness. 
(Read II Cor. 5:21). This righteousness is freely given 
to those who have given up hope of establishing their 
own goodness before God and who put their faith 
solely in the redeeming work of Christ. (Read Rom. 
4:5). 


The most distinctive thing about a Christian is that 
Christ lives in Him. When a person is cleansed of 
sin and clothed in God’s righteousness, then God comes 
to live in him. (Read Gal. 2:20 and John 14:23). 


To the person who is a Christian . . . a believer in 
Christ . . . God gives the sure promise of heaven. Heav- 
en then is the final certain hope of the Christian. ( Read 
John 14:2,3). 


SECOND SPEAKER: We have been discussing what 
a Christian is. Now let us think of what a Christian 
does. We need to recognize that Christians are sup- 
posed to have distinctive characteristics. People can 
often guess who your parents are by your appearance 
and your actions. They see certain distinctive family 
traits in you, and they mark you as belonging to a 
particular family. Those who are really God’s children 
by faith — those who belong to His family ought to 
have some of the characteristics of the divine family. 
Christians are different from others because they be- 
long to God’s family instead of Satan’s. Christians 
are new and different people. (Read II Cor. 5:17). 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE > * * * Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 
LIVING IN CHRIST—March: “God Is At Work In You” 
Philippians 2:12-18 


In our previous study we took note of a characteristic 
of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. From 
the fact that He “humbled Himself” we sought to de- 
velop implications for Christian humility. Just as 
He refused to take or grasp what could have been His, 
just as He intentionally took a lower place in order to 
accomplish the will of His Father, so the Christian, 
under the prompting of the Holy Spirit, voluntarily 
humbles Himself. And when we do this we are letting 
this mind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus. 


Now in this present study we are going to examine in 
greater detail the personal response of the Christian to 
the way Christ Jesus lived and died. “Let this mind 
be in you” implies a wonderful truth, namely that it 
is God who prompts the response of the Christian to 
the Lord Jesus. Christian maturity is not a stage of 
development towards which the believer unenthusiasti- 
cally struggles and fights his way against his personal 
desires and inclinations. The wonderful thing about 
receiving the Lord Jesus is that The Holy Spirit alters 
one’s desires and inclinations so that now a gentle pres- 
sure from within impels us in the direction God would 
have us go. The Christian life now consists of yielding 
to that gentle pressure from within to allow God to 
have His way. 


WORK. .. FOR IT IS GOD WORKING ... 


Now with this in mind we are prepared for the next 
suggestion of the Apostle. “Wherefore,” he writes (v. 
12) — which is to say, “in view of what I have just 
said about the life of the Lord Jesus” — “. . . work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling . . 


That word “salvation” should suggest to us more than 
just the assurance we have that our souls are safe in 
the Lord; that we have a place prepared for us in 
heaven. Having a place prepared for us in heaven is 
wonderful, but that involves a work of grace in the 
heart now. And a work of grace in the heart now 
means a contemporary — or present — application to 
salvation. It has been helpful in my own experience 
to think of salvation as covering everything that Jesus 
Christ does in a person’s heart and life. And every- 
thing which will happen in my life through the Lord 
Jesus should be thought of in connection with this 
admonition. He will forgive me, cleanse me, change 
me, comfort and heal me, lead me, keep me and use 
me in the world for His glory. All these, together, 
constitute “salvation.” 


The next thing to notice is that “working out” one’s 
salvation is not “working for’ one’s salvation. There's 


an important difference here. You don’t work for 
your salvation as if you were getting it as a reward or 
as wages. You don’t even work to produce salvation. 


You can only work out something you already have. 


Notice verse 13, for it is the indispensable qualifica- 
tion of verse 12: “For it is God working in you both 
to will (the inclination) and to do (the carrying out) 
of His good pleasure.” Here is one of those places 
in Scripture where a statement consists of two parts and 
neither part of the statement means anything without 
the other part. “Work out your own salvation... 
means nothing at all without: “For it is God working 
in you...” Keep this especially in mind. 


LIKE A PATTERN IN CLOTH 


” 


I can think of two illustrations which will help us 
to understand the Apostle’s meaning. The first is that 
of a woman doing what we used to call “needle work.” 
In this type of work a woman uses a needle and col- 
ored thread to “work out” a pattern which is stamped 
in cloth. Sometimes the pattern is so faint that a 
casual eye wouldn’t see it, but the worker sees it. With 
the help of instructions that come with the pattern, 
the seamstress follows through the pattern that is 
stamped onto the cloth and works out a beautiful 
design. 


Something like that happens to a Christian. When 
a person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ God does 
something inside his heart. We speak of the process 
as one of being “regenerated” or “born again.” Actual- 
ly, God stamps the image of a new creature on the 
heart of a believer. When you have this experience 
of being related to the Lord Jesus Christ: you have re- 
ceived Him as your Saviour and you believe that He 
has forgiven your sins and you become aware of the 
fact that He is now associating Himself with you; it 
is because the Holy Spirit has begun doing something 
to you inside. Then certain ideas will begin to come 
to your mind which are not worldly, they are spiritual. 
Things come to you which are from the mind of God, 
as it were. And these things, coming to your conscious- 
ness (sometimes we speak of “conscience”) , constitute 
the faint design or pattern for your life. As you live 
day by day “in Christ” you will be stitching out the 
pattern (following the directions, of course, which are 
in the Bible) , bringing out in your daily activities the 
will of God which has been impressed within you: 
“For it is God that worketh in you both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.” 
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At this point my illustration breaks down, for in 
the piece of cloth the pattern does not have any life 
or power, whereas in the Christian the “pattern” is 
both. But here my second illustration will help. 


LIKE A LIFE PRINCIPLE IN SEED 


Take a seed such as the acorn. As you look at it, an 
acorn is just a round nut filled with brown meat. Yet 
that round nut has within it whatever is necessary to 
determine the kind and quality of the tree that will 
grow from it. Every one of the hundreds of thousands 
of leaves the oak tree will bear during the next 50 or 
75 years will all be alike and they were all determined 
inside that acorn. Within the nut all of the “oakness” 
of the oak is implied. 


Here is the wonderful application of that illustration: 
When you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ something 
happens inside you which includes all the implications 
of belonging to Jesus Christ, all the values and the 
purposes into which the Holy Spirit would lead you. 
They are all there like the design in the pattern, like 
the life in the acorn. There is God’s will for us and 
the Apostle Paul encourages us to work it out in our 
daily lives, being assured that it is God all the while 
working in us as He wills. 


There is another arresting phrase in these verses: 
“... with fear and trembling . . .” The suggestion here 
is not that we should live afraid, but rather that we 
should live humbled by a sense of our own weaknesses 
and our own limited understanding, realizing that if 
we determine to have our own way instead of being 
vielded to the Lord Jesus we can easily mess things up. 


‘ ” 


‘.. . both to will and to do. means that both 
the disposition to want to do God’s will and the power 
to carry that out come from God alone. This is all 
encompassed in what we speak of as the “providence” 
of God. So far as life is concerned, there is nothing 
unaffected by the working (sovereignty) of God. He 
had something to say about who your parents were, 
something to say about what church you attended, 
something to say about what kind of preacher you are 
living under. God has had something to do with the 
sermons you have heard, the Bible reading you remem- 
ber, the people you have listened to. All that is within 
the providence of God. 


Then there is the Word of God itself. God is back 
of His Word (the Bible) and as you read the Bible 
things will come to you as God works out in you both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure. We might 
sum up all our thinking in this discussion under the 
word “motivation,” for that is what we are talking 
about. By the grace of God we are motivated to do 
His will, to be well pleasing in His sight. 


THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOU 


The next question might well be, “What then is the 
will of God? Am I left to guess what it is by instinct, 
so to speak?” By no means. 


Look at verse 14: “Do all things without murmur- 
ings and disputings.” This is part of the basic will of 
God for you. By “murmuring and disputings” the 
Apostle does not mean to bring personal relationships 
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into the picture. He is not talking about how you get 
along with your neighbor. He is rather talking about 
your personal reaction to the will of God. As you 
carry out those things in which you feel led by the 
Holy Spirit, do it with no reluctance to obey. In other 
words, what you feel God wants you to do, do not 
dispute with God about it after the manner of Moses 
who tried to get out of his assignment; or Jonah who 
tried to run away from his. 


When the children of Israel were led by God across 
the wilderness out of Egypt, they murmured and dis- 
puted virtually every step of the way. But those in the 
Bible whom we remember as great among the servants 
of God were men and women who yielded to His will 
even though they were not always eagerly disposed to 
it. But as they yielded, they were counted “blameless 
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke . . .” 
(v. 15). They were blameless, for they obeyed. They 
were harmless, meaning that their conduct contributed 
to good and not to harm for it was within God’s will. 


That phrase, “the sons of God” in verse 15 calls to 
mind a word of the Lord Jesus when He told His dis- 
ciples (Matt. 5:44): “Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you . . . That 
ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven.” The thought is that such obedience to the 
will of God as we have been speaking of confirms our 
sonship, our adoption into the household of the Father. 


HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE 


Continuing, Paul speaks of the stance of the Chris- 
tian as one which includes “Holding forth the word 
of life” (verse 16). I am sure that a conscious obedi- 
ence to the implications of this verse will include 
setting forth the Scriptures to the world. Bearing 
the Gospel in word and in witness is laid upon Chris- 
tians as their primary duty by the Great Commission. 
This verse, following upon the closing words of the 
previous verse, “. . . among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world,” conveys the thought that a Christian’s 
very life itself should be a demonstration to the 
world of what it means to be living in Christ. Paul 
encouraged the Philippians to so live: in order “that 
I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run 
in vain, neither labored in vain.” 


Finally the Apostle adds this thought (verse 17, 18) : 
“Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service 
of your faith, I joy ...” What we have here is an 
interesting conclusion of this whole section of the 
Letter to the Philippians. You will remember, at the 
start, that there was a reference to the possibility of 
Paul’s martyrdom. In effect he has already said that 
if it should turn out that he should be killed — of- 
fered up, so to speak, for the Gospel’s sake — he 
would rejoice and he would expect the Philippians to 
rejoice too. 


Here is the Apostle’s magnificent testimony: “I may 
be put to death for the Gospel’s sake, but I don’t mind. 
If living in Christ and doing His will means that I 
am about to die, so be it. The wonderful thing, as 


we think on our common danger, is that God is work- 
ing in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 
And if this involves danger and death, then an un- 
earthly joy will come to us as we walk in the way of 


our Lord Jesus Christ who died that He might be 
exalted. For us God is preparing a similar exaltation.” 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta, Ga. Ask for No. 60-10. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
60-11 $9.00) . 
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They must no longer pattern their lives after the ways 
of this world. (Read Rom. 12:2). They are people 
who are reborn to do the works of goodness and the 
works of God. (Read Eph. 2:10). They are not dif- 
ferent in order to become members of God's family, 
but because they already ARE His children. 


One of the marks of a Christian is that he lives a 
moral life. Not all moral people are Christians, but 
all Christians ought to be moral. If we are really 
God’s children, our lives will be governed by His 
standards. (Read John 14:15). God’s law is summed 
up in love to God and love for each other. (Read Matt. 
22:36-40) . 


A person who has the life and love of God in His 
heart will naturally want to serve God and his fellow- 
men. The desire to serve is a mark of Christian char- 
acter. (Read Rom. 12:1). We can best serve God by 
serving others in His Name. (Read Matt. 25:40). 


A Christian will bear witness to God’s power to save 
and bless. We have clear orders to this effect. ( Read 
Acts 1:8). We witness not only because we are com- 
manded to do so, but because we have a blessing which 
the love of God in our hearts makes us want to share. 
When the love of Christ takes hold of our lives we must 
feel something of what Paul felt when he said, “Woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel.” (I Cor. 9:16). 


A true Christian will have a natural desire to wor- 
ship. God desires the worship of His people. (Read 
Luke 4:8 and John 4:23,24). When we engage in 
spiritual worship we are fulfilling one of the purposes 
for which we have been recreated in Christ. (Read 
I Pet. 2:5 and Rev. 14:6,7). 


There are other marks of Christian character which 
could be mentioned, but these are some of the most 
prominent. To sum the matter up we can say: a Chris- 
tian is a person with a changed heart; a changed heart 
issues in a changed life; and a changed life shows itself 
through these characteristics. 


(With the suggestions of the young people, make 
two lists on the chalk board: the “wills” and the 
“wont’s” of Christian character . . . the things Chris- 
tians will do because of their relation to Christ and the 


things they won’t do.) 
Closing Prayer. 





Resort to sermons, but to prayers most: 
Praying’s the end of preaching.—Herbert 
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ministry which is being hammered out on our fou 
college and university campuses. I am _ persuaded 
that we are in the very beginning of a revolution in 
what has been called student work, a revolution which 
is being designed and accomplished by the One who 
gives us our death and who gives us our life. There 
is No question about whether this is going to be a rough 
way to walk. It is. The only question is whether or 
not we are going to be a part of it. I repeat, there 
is no question about whether or not God is going to 
bring about this revolution; the only question is wheth- 
er or not we are going to choose to be a part of it.” 


EDITOR’S NOTE: A resolution expressing concern 
might be phrased as follows: “Be it resolved that the 
campus student program of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., is intended to be a ministry of the Presbyterian 
Church to students in the name of the Presbyterian 
Church. It is not intended to be a renewal of the 
Church in our time by students under the direction of 
ecumenical or other ‘religion in culture’ foundations 
within which the Presbyterian Church is expected 
to act only as a participant and subject.” 





Only by knowledge of That which is not thyself, shall 
thyself be learned.—Owen Meredith. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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BOARD ANNOUNCES NAMES 
OF CURRICULUM WRITERS 


RICHMOND, Va. — Names of writ- 
ers for the “systematic study” phase 
of the new Covenant Life Curriculum 
have been released by the Board of 
Christian Education. The announce- 
ment was made just prior to a writers’ 
conference held here. 


The authors of the pupil study books 
and teacher’s guides are: 


Adult Bible study — Dr. William 
B. Kennedy, Union Seminary profes- 
sor, and Dr. Arnold B. Rhodes, Louis- 
ville Seminary professor. 


College-age Bible study — Dr. Tay- 
lor Reveley, professor at Southwestern 
at Memphis. 


Bible study for youth — Dr. William 
M. Ramsay of the Board of Christian 
Education and the Rev. Neely Mc- 
Carter, professor-elect at Columbia 
Seminary. 


Adult study on the Church — Dr. 
Wallace M. Alston, president of Agnes 
Scott College. 


Youth study on the Church — Dr. 
Howard G. Hageman of Newark, N. 
J. (Reformed Church in America); 
Dr. Sara Little, professor at the Pres- 
byterian School of Christian Educa- 
tion; and Dr. Ruth D. See of the 
Board of Christian Education. 


Adult study on Christian life — Dr. 
Waldo Beach, director of graduate 
studies in religion at Duke University. 


College-age study on Christian Life 


JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


— The Rev. Wayne A. Meeks, minister 
to students in Memphis, Tenn. 


Children’s work — Mrs. James Over- 
holser of Memphis, Miss Dorothy Fritz 
of Philadelphia, Pa., Mrs. Hamlin G. 
Tobey of Landsdowne, Pa., Mrs. J. H. 
Ostwalt of Charlotte, N. C., Mrs. Rich- 
ard B. Hardie of Little Rock, Ark., 
and Mrs. D. D. Wilkinson of Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 


Materials prepared by these authors 
are expected to be introduced at the 
classroom level throughout the General 
Assembly in 1964. They will be pro- 
ducing permanent books instead of the 
temporary, periodic materials current- 
ly in use, 


In addition to the “systematic 
study” phase of the curriculum, there 
will also be “home and family” and 
“congregational worship and work” 
phases, and writers’ conferences in 
these areas will be scheduled later. 
Names of authors in these areas have 
not yet been announced. 





CONGAREE STARTS CHURCH 


COLUMBIA, S. C. — (PN) — The 
Westminster church in the Broad 
River area of Columbia will become 
the newest church in Congaree Presby- 
tery after a group of the area’s citi- 
zens petition Presbytery for organi- 
zation into a church. 


The Rev. Cecil D. Brearley, Presby- 
tery executive secretary, is supplying 
the pulpit. Worship services began in 
November with an initial attendance 
of 75. 





1963 ASSEMBLY TO MEET 
IN HUNTINGTON, W. VA. 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Huntington, W. 
Va., will be the site of the 1963 Gen- 
eral Assembly. An invitation from 
that city’s First Church, which will 
be celebrating its 125th anniversary 
in 1963, was accepted by the Perma- 
nent Committee on Assembly Opera- 
tions at its January meeting here. 


The committee also prepared a rec- 
ommmendation for the 1961 Assembly 
that would result in scheduling of the 
1964 General Assembly at Montreat, 
N. C., if adopted. The recommenda- 
tion is that the committee adopt as 
policy an intention normally to meet 
at Montreat in any year after two 
successive General Assemblies have 
met elsewhere. 


The Huntington invitation was ex- 
tended by the First Church pastor, Dr. 
Andrew R. Bird, Jr., and three other 
men from the city: Jack Jenkins, 
Twink Starr and Robert Dillard. Dates 
for the 1963 session will be April 23- 
28. Previous West Virginia meetings 
have been in Lewisburg (1910) and 
Charleston (1922 and 1952). 


Highland Park church, Dallas, Tex- 
as, is the site of the 1961 Assembly 
from April 26-May 3. In 1962 the 
meeting will be at First Church, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C. 





BROTHER MODERATORS 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The Rev. 
Robert H. Jordan of the Cedar Springs 














North Carolina’s new St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
at Laurinburg has ten buildings under construction, one 
of which is the Liberal Arts and Sciences Building (above). 
This 64,000 square foot structure will house classrooms, 
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laboratories and faculty offices. All other campus build- 
ings will also be of contemporary architecture, and all 
except the gymnasium will be fully air-conditioned. The 
new college will open next fall. 


1961 





church here and his brother, the Rev. 
William A. Jordan of the Cordele, Ga., 
church, are serving their respective 
Presbyteries simultaneously as mod- 
erator. The brothers were elected at 
the winter meetings of Knoxville Pres- 
bytery and Southwest Georgia Presby- 
tery, respectively. 





INDUSTRY GRANTS REPORTED 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Receipt of 
three grants from industry have been 
announced by Davidson College Presi- 
dent D. Grier Martin. They total $5,- 
500. 


The General Electric Foundation do- 
nated $2,500 to help support under- 
graduate physics and mathematics de- 
partments during the 1961-62 academic 
year. Texaco, Inc., gave an unrestrict- 
ed gift of $1,500 for 1960-61. The 
Shell Companies Foundation gave three 
grants to be divided between profes- 
sional development of the academic 
faculty, professional development of 
the physics department and for unre- 
stricted use of the college. 


PRESBYTERY APPROVES 
TRANSFER OF CHURCHES 

FRANKLIN, Tenn. — Transfer of 
two churches to Columbia Presbytery 
was approved at the winter meeting 
of Nashville Presbytery here. The 
action was taken at the request of 
First Church, Shelbyville, and the 
Bethsalem church, Watrace, in order 
to strengthen Columbia Presbytery. 
The transfer must also be approved 
by the Synod of Tennessee, meeting 
in May. 


The Presbytery approved an over- 
ture to the General Assembly “to ap- 
point an ad interim committee or give 
instruction to an existing committee 
or board to consider the placing of 
responsibility for developing an effec- 
tive ministry to the increasing number 
of older members of the Church.” 
The overture notes the “specialized 
needs of older people which go beyond 
housing and medical care.” 


Named as General Assembly com- 
missioner were ministers W. L. Smith, 
Priestley Miller, Robert N. Watkin, 
Jr., and W. R. Jenkins; and ruling 








DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding ) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING — A 
popular attack upon the validity of 
the Biblical text and the value of the 
creeds of the Church takes the form 
of ridicule of those persons who set 
out to memorize Bible passages or 
such aids to faith as the Catechisms. 
The person who believes that the text 
of the Bible is important and the 
accurate definition of faith is im- 
portant is sometimes ridiculed with the 
remark: “some of the worst criminals 
in history could recite whole chapters 
of the Bible.” Or, as we recently saw 
in a satirical article, such persons are 
compared to the fictional parrot (a 
smart parrot indeed) who hung around 
the home of a missionary until he 
knew the Shorter Catechism by heart. 
One day the parrot escaped. When 
caught up with, he was found teaching 
the other parrots the Catechism. And 
the moral of the story was: “those 
parrots were not theologians for hav- 
ing learned the Catechism.” 


THE CORRECTION — Such attacks 
upon a valid Christian preoccupation 
(memorizing the Bible or the Cat- 
echisms) contain a fallacy which is 
fairly obvious: they imply that what 


one learns has nothing to do with 
what one becomes. Because it is pos- 
sible to acquire knowledge without us- 
ing it, this misunderstanding of the 
Christian means of Grace suggests 
that it is a waste of time to acquire 
knowledge. The same story would 
make as much sense like this: Once 
there was a parrot who flew into the 
window of a church while the Lord’s 
Supper was going on. Swooping over 
the table he snitched a beak full of 
wafers. When they caught up with 
him, he was feeding the bread to his 
young. But: “those young parrots were 
not Christians.” 


There are school children who learn 
the Declaration of Independence and 
the Gettysburg Address yet who grow 
up to be delinquents. But we don’t 
stop teaching the Declaration and the 
Address to school children. And there 
are children of the Covenant who grow 
up to be reprobates. But we don’t stop 
baptizing infants. And there are 
churck members who turn out to be 
parrots. But we don’t stop using the 
livinely appointed means of Grace v»- 
to salvation: the Word of God. And 
the more of it memorized the better. 





Dr. Thomas Edward Gilmer (above), 
head of the Hampden-Sydney College 
physics department since 1934 and 
acting president since the resignation 
of Dr. Joseph Clarke Robert last Sep- 
tember, has been elected the 18th pres- 
ident of the college. He is an alumnus 
of Hampden-Sydney and received his 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. He is a Presby- 
terian ruling elder. 





elders Nat K. Reiney, Joe Thompson, 
Jr., James I. V. Berry and W. H. 
Ridley. The Rev. William A. Alex- 
ander of the St. Andrews church was 
elected moderator, succeeding the Rev. 
Ralph M. Llewellyn of Murfreesboro. 





QUEENS PROFESSORSHIP 
ESTABLISHED WITH GRANT 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Queens Col- 
lege has received from the Z. Smith 
Reynolds Foundation of Winston-Sa- 
lem a grant of $100,000 to establish 
a professorship with an attendant sal- 
ary supplement. The Reynolds Pro- 
fessorship is the first in a series of 
fifteen which the college plans to 
establish during the next three to five 
years. 


Teachers to receive these professor- 
ships will be chosen by the college 
Board of Trustees from any teaching 
field. They can be faculty members 
now employed by Queens or others 
hired especially under the endowed 
professorship plan. 
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ASHEVILLE SETS MEETING 
ON :OVERTURE PROPOSALS 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Asheville 
Presbytery, in its stated winter meet- 
ing here, docketed for a special ad- 
journed meeting two proposed over- 
tures requesting the General Assembly 
to “change its cooperative affiliation 
from the National Council of Churches 
to some other cooperative body” and 
requesting the Assembly to “define 
and clarify the nature and the scope 
of student work, with special reference 
to campus ministries and campus relig- 
ious emphases.”’ Reported favorably 
out of committee, the lateness of the 
hour prevented consideration by the 
Presbytery at the stated meeting. 


Membership in the Presbytery’s 34 
churches was reported as now standing 
at 8,203 while giving to benevolences 
last year reached $167,225. Presbytery 
established a minimum salary basis of 
$4,500 for single men and $4,800 for 
married men. 


Commissioners to the 1961 General 
Assembly include ministers Ben F. Or- 
mand, W. C. Cooper and G. Aiken 
Taylor; and elders Donald McKenzie, 
Dr. Charles Newland and Sam Patton. 


The Montreat church, of which Dr. 
A. F. Fogartie is pastor, was host for 
the meeting. The student body of 
Montreat College participated in the 
opening devotional exercises and heard 
the sermon of retiring moderator Ben 
F. Ormand of the Brevard church. The 
Mountain Retreat Association was host 
for lunch at Assembly Inn. 


Donald C. McKenzie, superintendent 
of the Presbyterian Home for Chil- 
dren (formerly the Mountain Orphan- 
age) served as moderator. 
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a Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
9. Isaac, the Peacemaker 


DO YOU KNOW: That true peace is a gift of God? 

LOOK UP in your Bible: John 14:27; Galatians 5:22; 
Philippians 4:6-7. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Peace? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Every Christian should be a Peace 
maker. Matthew 5:9; Romans 14:19. 





GOD PROMISES TO BLESS ISAAC 
Genesis 26:1-5; 13-15. “Famine” means there was not enough 
food. The Lord promised, “I will _. __ with thee, and will 


<u enesauaanaiiaied thee."" God renewed with Isaac the promise He 
had made to Abraham. God said Isaac’s family shall be as many 


ONG sik tists ofthe... tue ee and that from his 
a shall be blessed. The 


Lord blessed with large crops. The Philistines 
envied him because he had great flocks and herds. The Philistines 


is RIE I I ieciee deine acces, a 
ISAAC LIVES PEACEABLY 


Genesis 26:17-31. Water was absolutely necessary! Instead 
of fighting for his right, Isaac had his servants dig new 


Put a circle around the number 3 5 8 to 
show how many times, in these verses we read today, they 
dug new wells. Abimilech, king of the Philistines, and one of 


his friends and the captain of his _. _. __ — came to 
ee and said, “Let us make a covenant (agreement) 


with you.”’ Instead of getting even, Isaac made a _ __ __ __ __ 
for these Philistines who had been his enemies. 


CHRIST WANTS US TO LIVE IN PEACE 


(Draw a iine from the statement in colum | to the 
verse listed in column 2 that tells this fact.) 


Romans 12:18 Jesus Christ, ““The Prince of Peace.” 


Matthew 5:9 “Have peace one with another.” 
Hebrews 12:14 ‘Live peaceably with all men.” 
Mark 9:50 “Blessed are the peacemakers.”’ 
Isaiah 9:6 “Follow peace with all men.” 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What is the shortest book in 
the Old Testament? (Hint: Look in the last twelve books of 
the Old Testament. ) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 





So BOOKS! 


THE HEALING MINISTRY IN THE 
CHURCH, by Bernard Martin. John 
Knox Press, Richmond Va. 125 pp. 
$3.00. 


This book was written to encourage 
ministers and churches to practice the 
ministry of healing as was once done 
by Jesus Christ and the Apostles. Ber- 
nard Martin, pastor of the Reformed 
Church in Geneva, writes from per- 
sonal experimentation in the field of 
healing. Thus his book is valuable 
for two reasons: it is not a “scissors 
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Topics for: 
Feb. 12 “WHAT CAN FAMILY 
WORSHIP DO 
FOR MY HOME?” 
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FRUITS OF 
THE SPIRIT?” 


Writ for copies of messages to the radio 
station over which they are heard, or to 
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341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 











and paste” book, written from mere 
reading in the study. Nor does it at- 
tempt to reduce the power of God 
to mere psychology, as others tend 
to do. The author holds a high view 
of the Scriptures, nowhere attempt- 
ing to “explain away” the miracles. 
The translation from the French is 
very smooth indeed. 


The weakness of the book lies in 
its limited scope. Dealing only with 
the healing miracles, the author fails 
to consider the miracles of nature 
which also attested the special position 
of Christ. Thus an inevitable mistake 
is made: the author fails to distinguish 
between the certain spiritual promises 
which are never qualified; and the 
sign-works of the times, which were 
temporary and withdrawn. Warfield’s 
book, COUNTERFEIT MIRACLES 
(reprinted under the name MIR- 
ACLES: YESTERDAY AND TODAY) 
is far more discerning here. Mar- 
tin leads his readers to expect things 
which are not likely to take place. 
Promising too much is a grave threat 
to faith. 


Martin believes that Satan and sin 
lie at the root of both illness and 
death; he does not attempt to banish 
Satan into Babylonian mythology. He 
believes that prayer for healing is a 
sacrament, on a level with baptism 
and communion; that the Lord’s Sup- 
per has a bearing on physical, as well 
as spiritual health. In his view faith 
on the part of the sick is essential 
to their healing; he argues that to 
pray “if it be Thy will” is a prayer 





COMPASSION FOR ISRAEL 





Kev. Jacob Peltz 


“I want to describe our suffering family and ex- 
press our deep gratefulness,” says this courageous 
Jewess. “My husband has suffered a stroke and 
become paralyzed. He is a living corpse. We have 
two wondertul little children, but we are now help- 
less immigrants in the land of Israel. In this time 
of great sorrow your gift arrived and brought tears 
to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. My dear 
children were so happy with the wonderful food 
you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has 
not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the 
unemployed, the hungry whom we must shepherd and sustain. 
Please send your gifts to help our ministry amongst the poor, the 
young in our Children’s Home, the aged Hebrew Christians and the 
babes in Christ. Let us show compassion for Israel. Further infor- 
mation on request. Address communications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, Inc. 


Rev. Jacob Peitz, Ph.B., B. D., Secretary 


5630-P North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, TIL 





of faithlessness. Unfortunately the 
book’s annotation is poor, and there is 
no index nor bibliography. The book 
is overpriced for its size and binding. 


Despite the presence of these factors, 
some of which might be considered 
weaknesses, the book comes out on the 
plus side of the ledger. The main 
thrust, that ministers and churches 
should undertake a more serious pro- 
gram of prayer, cannot be denied. 
John Knox Press is to be congratulat- 
ed for bringing this translation to our 
hands. 


—Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 





THE STRANGER OF GALILEE, by 
R. E. O. White. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Company., Grand Rapids. 203 pp. 
$3.50. 


These meditations on the life of 
our Lord show evidence of good schol- 
arship and deep spiritual insight. The 
Rev. Mr. White has held pastorates 
in Baptist churches in Scotland and 
Wales and is at present serving a 
church in England. This is the sixth 
book from his pen. His work has 
been well received and readers agree 
that his writing is both graphic and 
evangelical. 


This is not a life of Christ in the 
ordinary sense of the word. The book 
covers certain phases of the life of 
our Lord but each study or meditation 
is complete in itself. The author has 
a good grasp of theology and couples 
it with a desire to make the eternal 
Gospel reievant to modern man. There 
are areas of emphasis in the book 
which are more closely associated with 
Arminian theology than with Calvin- 
ism. This emphasis may seem to the 
well-oriented Presbyterian reader, at 
points, a little strained. 


He is no advocate of the Gospel 
of relaxation. Commenting on the 
ministry of John the Baptist he states, 
“Prophets of a smooth gospel, crying 
peace and safety and assurance in evil 
days, wooing the crowds by easily as- 
serted platitudes and generalities, be- 
tray their calling, their God, and in 
the end their hearers . . . Unless the 
wicked forsake his way, he cannot re- 
turn to a holy God.” 


The living Christ shines through 
the pages of this little volume. The 
artist’s representation of the head of 
Christ on the cover may appeal to 
some potential readers as they browse 
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in their book store. It may also have 
the opposite effect upon those who 
believe that Christian art should be 
essentially didactic. 


—Rev. Richard A. Dodds 
Atlanta, Ga. 





G. B. STRICKLER—from p. 5 


contemplated, not only in its own 
light, but in the additional, and clearer, 
and only sufficient light of all cor- 
related truths.” 


He said of the Shorter Catechism: 
“Tt has been one of the most efficient 
of all the agencies which God has made 
use of to secure those blessed results 
by which the past history of the church 
has been marked.” He pointed out 
that reviewing specific questions fre- 
quently makes the truth about these 
and other subjects, once learned, not 
forgotten. 


Dr. Strickler believed that it was 
the great doctrines of the Church that 
had made her great, and he held that 
the Church could continue to serve 
as it had in the past only if the peo- 
ple of the Church believed in those 
doctrines. He said it is the obliga- 
tion of ministers and Church officers 
to teach those doctrines so that in 
every church there will be some who 
ean defend the faith. Assaults are 
invited when the attackers realize that 
the people of a denomination do not 
know how to defend the doctrines they 
supposedly hold, he warned. 


In addition to being noted for 
championing the cause of catechetical 
instruction, 


Dr. Strickler was also 
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hailed for his work as chairman of 
the General Assembly’s Ad Interim 
Committee on Closer Relations from 
1904-07. During this time he led the 
Church through troubled times that 
might have meant division. 


The preacher and professor who had 
won a place in the hearts of many 
throughout the South died in 1913 


shortly after attending the Atlanta 
General Assembly. 


An abridgment of a paper by Althea 
Truesdell, student at Columbia Sem- 


inary, Decatur, Ga. 
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MINISTERS 


James K. Thompson, from Tuskee- 
gee, Ala., to the Westminster church, 
Florence, Ala. 

Lucius B. Dubose, from Summer- 
ton, S. C., to First Church, Mullins, 
Ss. C. 

O. V. Caudill’s address is now 388 
Fourth St., NE, Atlanta 8, Ga. 
William R. Reily, from Austin, Tex., 
to the St. Stephens church, Houston, 
Tex. 

W. C. Dinwiddie, from Atlanta, Ga., 
to the Brooksville, Fla., First Church. 
William E. Pauley, Jr., from South- 
port, N. C., to Flora Macdonald Col- 
lege, Red Springs, N. C. 

E. A. Whitlock, from Covington, Va., 
to the Hope Mills and Philippi 
churches, Hope Mills, N. C. 

James E. Moore, Los Angeles, Calif., 
will become pastor of the Macon, 
Miss., church. 

N. P. Wilkinson, from San Antonio, 
Tex., to Memorial church, Box 766, 
Fredricksburg, Texas. 


DEATHS 


Eugene Black Carr, honorably re- 
tired, died Monday, Jan. 2, in Wal- 
lace, N. C. 





LETTERS 
DISLIKES JICU REFERENCE 


Your reference to the International 
Christian University in Japan in the 
Jan. 4 issue of the Journal (p. 11) 
is, in my opinion, a perfect example 
of how prejudice and bigotry can so 
contaminate the minds of people that 
they cease to look at facts of truth. 
. .. Having spent four and a half years 
at that institution, returning only re- 
cently to this country, I challenge you 
to look at the situation a little more 
objectively. 


Your statement concerning the 
“Buddhist and Shinto professors who 
teach what they please” is only one 
side of the picture. It is true that 
there are professors who are not Chris- 
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tian, but these are limited to a small 
number of visiting lecturers from oth- 
er universities who are invited to fill 
in the gaps made by the lack of full- 
time faculty members. There is, how- 
ever, a full-time Christian faculty of 
outstanding character, which you 
failed to mention. I resent your imply- 
ing that because these “Christian” pro- 
fessors are of “liberal persuasion” 
that makes them any less Christian. 
This is a sample of conservatism to 
the extreme. 


Concerning the chapel services at 
ICU, I can think of no quicker way 
to set the non-Christian students 
against Christianity . . . It must be 
taken into consideration that what 
might be considered “evangelistic” 
chapel services by Americans could 
have the opposite effect on Japanese 
students ... 


Finally, your triumphant declaration 

that the ICU students “participated 
conspicuously in the riots which can- 
celled President Eisenhower’s trip to 
Japan” is a complete perversion of the 
truth. ICU students did not riot 
against Eisenhower or the U. S.; they 
did demonstrate quietly against the 
ratification of the U.S.-Japan security 
pact ... It was the normal reaction 
of students who fear any sort of al- 
liance which might bring again the 
horrors of war to their shores. 
. . . May I say that while the Journal 
is “doing its part to see that a Presby- 
terian Church continues in America,” 
I shall continue to dedicate my efforts 
to the establishment of a world-wide 
Christian Church... 


—Sheila Bremer 
Austin Seminary 
Austin, Tex. 


» * * * * 


It is good, we think, to be remind- 
ed that when two persons look at the 
same set of facts and reach diametri- 
cally opposing conclusions they may 
each be quite sincere.—Ed. 





S.S. LESSON MATERIAL 


Many thanks for your editorial, 
“Maligning Our Heritage” (Jan. 25). 
I am somewhat comforted to discover 
that I am not the only one experienc- 
ing difficulty in preparing lessons 
from the material provided for that 
purpose. 


Of course, I am not competent to 
judge the quality of the authors’ the- 





ology but, like those who contacted 
you, I did feel their enthusiasm for 
their subject was genuine. It is a 
shame that injudicious choice of words 
often obfuscates the very point they 
propound. This, alas, I believe to be 
true of much if not most of the 
Church’s literature. 


As a new teacher in the Pioneer 
Department four years ago I was 
frankly horrified to find that no mem- 
ory work was required of the children 
in that or any year. I sometimes 
doubt that we are really teaching the 
children anything in Sunday School 
and certainly it is open to question 
that we are even doing a good job of 
entertaining them. 


If the merit of the Church School 
program is judged on the basis of the 
teachers’ mastery of the subject and 
their ability to communicate that in- 
formation, who then will be prepared 
to teach the next generation? 


—Mrs. James M. Westall 
Asheville, N. C. 


JOURNAL readers will.—Ed. 





SELLS ITSELF 


-The Journal really sells itself. 
May I cite my own experience as an 
example? When I received my first 
copy of the Journal as a gift, my 
immediate reaction was: “Oh me, one 
more dull Church paper!” Well, I 
couldn’t have been more wrong. The 
Journal fired me spiritually and intel- 
lectually by its Christ centered mes- 
sages, scholarly presented. It is a 
gem in an age of mediocrity. We pray 
that it will find its way into every 
Presbyterian home before Presbyter- 
ianism, Lutheranism, Methodism, etc., 
as we know them are swallowed up 
by One Churchism. 


Having been reared in Europe, in 
the Lutheran faith, I felt upon becom- 
ing a Presbyterian that I was still a 
member of the same Church, the true, 
ecumenical Church . . . I never did, 
and do not now feel that in order to 
achieve union one must conform to a 
watered down set of social-political- 
religious standards . . . in that order. 


—West Virginia 
Best way to get the JOURNAL in- 


to every home is by mail.—Ed. 





Emity is anger waiting the oppor- 
tunity for revenge.—Cicero 
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